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SUBJECT: GABOREN FERTILIZER PLANT 
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1 . BEGIN SUMMARY: DEPTOFF RELAYED GOG UNHAPPINESS RE 
FERTILIZER PLANT TO JOHN EVANS, N-REN GENERAL COUNSEL. 

EVANS SAID HE WOULD DISCUSS MATTER WITH N-REN SUBSIDIARY, 
N-REN INTERNATIONAL LOCATED IN BRUSSELS. LATTER FIRM IS 
ENTIRELY RESPONSIBLE FOR INVOLVEMENT IN GABON AND IS 
APPROPRIATE POINT OF CONTACT FOR GOG. END SUMMARY. 

2. ACCORDING TO EVANS, N-REN HAS NOT BEEN IN TOUCH WITH 
GABONESE BECAUSE IT WAS COMPANY'S UNDERSTANDING THAT GOG 
WISHED TO DEAL ONLY WITH AUSTRIANS - VOEST AND AUSTRIAN 
KONTROLBANK REGARDING FUTURE OF FERTILIZER PLANT. 

3. DEPTOFF REMINDED EVANS OF HIS EARLIER PROMISE TO CON- 
TACT THE GABONESE AFTER REVIEWING GOG DIPLOMATIC NOTE. 
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DEPTOFF REITERATED GIST OF MINISTER OF MINES DESIRE FOR 
DIRECT NEGOTIATIONS WITH N-REN AND HIS HOPE THAT ACCOMMO- 
DATION COULD BE REACHED. EVANS ADMITTED HE HAD FAILED TO 
FOLLOW UP ON APRIL CONVERSATION (REF B) BUT SAID HE WOULD 
SEND IMMEDIATE CABLE TO TOM SNYDER, PRESIDENT OF N-REN 

INTERNATIONAL, RECOMMENDING THAT HE (SNYDER) RESUME DIA 
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LOGUE WITH THE GABONESE. 

4. SINCE LAST MARCH, N-REN HAS BEEN NEGOTIATING WITH ELF 
CONCERNING PURCHASE OF NATURAL GAS FOR PLANT. QUESTION 
OF ELF-SUPPLIED GAS WAS ONE OF PRINCIPAL BONES OF CONTEN- 
TION IN N-REN'S RATHER SHAKY PARTNERSHIP WITH THE FRENCH 
OIL FIRM. N-REN HAS ALSO BEEN DISCUSSING NATURE OF PRO- 
JECT WITH VOEST AND KONTROLBANK. AUSTRIANS ARE THINKING 
OF EXPANDING PROJECT TO MAKE FERTILIZER PLANT PART OF 
LARGER INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX TO INCLUDE MANUFACTURE OF MORE 
SOPHISTICATED AMMONIA PRODUCTS AND IRON ORE PELLETIZING 
PLANT AS WELL. IN THIS CONTEXT, DEPT WOULD APPRECIATE 

ANY ADDITIONAL DETAILS EMBASSY CAN FURNISH ON AUSTRIAN 
INVOLVEMENT, IN GABOREN. POSSIBILITY REMAINS THAT N-REN 
MAY STILL DECIDE TO SELL ITS SHARES IN GABOREN TO VOEST 
(REF B PARA 4). 

5. COMMENT: IN VIEW OF EVANS' PREVIOUS INACTION, IT NOT 
CERTAIN THAT N-REN EAGER TO CONTINUE ASSOCIATION WITH 
GABOREN. EVANS REMAINS BAFFLED BY BONGO'S DECISION TO 
SUSPEND CONSTRUCTION ON PLANT. NEVERTHELESS, HE PROMISED 
TO SEND TO DEPT COPY OF TELEX TO SNYDER, TEXT OF WHICH 

MAY GIVE BETTER INDICATION OF COMPANY'S INTENTIONS. CHRISTOPHER 
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